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WORK OF THE NATIONAL RE- 
SEARCH COUNCIL 

Upon recommendation of the Na- 
tional Research Council Dr. Augus- 
tus Trowbridge, of Princeton Uni- 
versity, and Professor Theodore Ly- 
man, of Harvard University, have 
received commissions in the Signal 
Corps, U. S. A., for work in sound 
ranging. They have sailed for 
France to investigate conditions at 
the front in this subject. The sound 
ranging service which will be de- 
veloped under their direction will 
utilize in the near future more than 
fifty men. Captain Horatio B. Wil- 
liams is in charge of the develop- 
ment work in this country during 
Major Trowbridge's absence. 

A meteorological service has been 
organized under the Signal Corps, 
U. S. A., in which about one hun- 
dred physicists and engineers will 
be engaged in aerological observa- 
tional work under the direction of 
Dr. William H. Blair, of the U. S. 
Weather Bureau, who has received 
a commission of major and has 
sailed for France to investigate con- 
ditions abroad. Forecasting work 
for the American Expeditionary 
Force in France will be in charge of 
Mr. E. H. Bowie, of the U. S. 
Weather Bureau, who has likewise 
received a commission of major in 
the Signal Corps and is already on 
his way to France. Major Bowie 
will be assisted by Mr. R. Hanson 
Weightman, of the U. S. Weather 
Bureau, who has received a commis- 
sion as lieutenant in the Signal 
Corps. 

Professor Charles E. Mendenhall, 
of the University of Wisconsin, has 
received a commission of major in 
the Signal Corps, U. S. A., and has 
been placed in charge of the devel- 



opment of aeronautical instruments. 

All the work of these services, 
sound-ranging, meteorology and 
aernonautical instruments, is in- 
cluded within the scope of the Sci- 
ence and Research Division of the 
Signal Corps, which in accordance 
with a recent order of the chief sig- 
nal officer has been established and 
placed tinder the direction of the 
National Research Council, of which 
Major R. A. Millikan is the execu- 
tive officer. The functions of this 
division of the Signal Corps are two- 
fold, namely: (1) to furnish per- 
sonnel of the research sort to the 
other divisions when the situation 
warrants the assignment of men of 
this type to these divisions, and (2) 
to have a personnel of its own which 
maintains intimate contact with all 
research and development work in 
other divisions, and distributes re- 
search problems to university, in- 
dustrial and governmental research 
laboratories with which it is asso- 
ciated. Similar, though in some 
cases less formal, relations have 
been established with other tech- 
nical bureaus of the War and Navy 
Departments. 

Upon request of the French High 
Commission a number of American 
physicists and chemists are being 
sent to France to assist in various 
war problems in which technically 
trained men are needed. Except in 
certain cases, the Interministerial 
Commission in Paris will assign 
them to work in university labora- 
tories and in technical services of the 
government. Upon recommendation 
of the National Research Council 
the following men are receiving com- 
missions in this connection and a 
number of them have already sailed 
for France: 
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Professor R. W. Wood, of Johns 
Hopkins University, major in the U. 
S. Signal Corps. 

Messrs. Roy W. Chestnut, Leon- 
ard Loeb and Samuel Sewall, lieu- 
tenants in the U. S. Signal Corps. 

Professor Edward Bartow, of the 
University of Illinois, major, and 
Professor Reston Stevenson, of the 
College of the City of New York, 
captain, in the U. S. Sanitary Corps. 

Messrs. Ralph L. Brown, of the 
University of Chicago, George Scat- 
chard, of Columbia University, and 
Kirke W. Cushing, of Western Re- 
serve University, lieutenants in the 
U. S. Sanitary Corps. 

FOREST BATTALIONS FOR 
SERVICE IN FRANCE 

The formation of a second " For- 
est " regiment comprising ten bat- 
talions and composed of lumbermen 
and woodworkers, who will go to 
France and get out of the forests 
materials for the use of the Amer- 
ican, French and British armies, has 
been authorized by the War De- 
partment. 

Two battalions are to be raised at 
once with the active aid of the For- 
est Service of the Department of 
Agriculture. It is expected that the 
remaining eight battalions will be 
called for in a short time. Nine 
" service " battalions, made up of la- 
borers who will be used in connec- 
tion with the Forest regiment, have 
also been authorized and two bat- 
talions have been ordered raised at 
once. 

In order to provide for future 
contingencies it has been decided to 
commission at the present time 
enough officers for other battalions 
yet to be raised. Those men not 
needed now will be placed on the 
reserve, and will be called as the 
other units are formed. According 
to the present plan, fifty per cent, 
of the officers will be sawmill and 
logging operators, twenty-five per 
cent, will be technical foresters, and 



twenty-five per cent, will be men 
with military training who will be 
selected in the immediate future. 
The minimum age limit for commis- 
sioned officers has been set at thirty- 
one. 

A considerable number of cap- 
tains and lieutenants are to be se- 
lected in the immediate future. The 
minimum age limit for commissioned 
officers has been set at thirty-one. 

A first regiment of woodsmen 
numbering about 1,200 men and des- 
ignated as the Tenth Engineers 
(Forest) has already been recruited 
and assembled and is now being 
trained at American University, D. 
C. This regiment was raised at the 
request of the British government 
to undertake the production in 
France of crossties, bridge, trench 
and construction timbers, mine 
props, lumber, and other forms of 
wood required in connection with its 
military operations. The landing of 
the American expeditionary forces 
has made necessary similar provi- 
sion for their needs, while the French 
military authorities have indicated 
that some of the work incidental to 
their operations might be taken over 
by woodsmen from this country. 
Decision to raise the new and much 
larger force has followed a study of 
the field of possible usefulness to 
the Allied cause, made by American 
foresters attached to General Persh- 
ing's staff. 

Each of the ten battalions of the 
second regiment will comprise three 
companies of 250 men each, and will 
be under the command of its own 
major. The regiment will be made 
up of volunteers. Applicants must 
be white and between the ages of 
eighteen and forty. 

Skilled lumberjacks, portable mill 
operators, tie cutters, logging team- 
sters, camp cooks, millwrights and 
charcoal burners are among the 
classes of men desired. For the 
" service " battalions both negro and 
white laborers will be enlisted. 



